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OLIVIA SHARPE meets Maurizio Pellizzoni, 
founder and company director of MPD London,  
the newest interior design practice in Chelsea

MAURIZIO PELLIZZONI’S career has gone from strength to strength. 
After a shaky start as a struggling graphic designer in Italy and then in 
between jobs during his first few months in London, Maurizio finally, and 
firmly, found his feet, studying interior architecture at London Met and 
freelancing for Ralph Lauren as a window-display designer. After university, 
and a stint overseeing the fashion label’s homeware collections, Maurizio felt 
it was time to go it alone, taking his bulging Rolodex of suppliers acquired at 
Ralph Lauren with him. 

Today, at just 39, Pellizzoni is the go-to designer for some of Britain’s 
wealthiest homeowners, not to mention a household name within the industry; 
last year, he achieved international status by winning two prestigious home 
design awards. While many of us would feel it was time for a well-earned 
rest, the designer shows no signs of stopping, having just launched his latest 
concept space, MPD Studios, in Chelsea. Incredibly, it took him and his 
tireless team under a month to get the new studio up and running. 

While designing the studio was done at a lightening pace, finding the 
right space took far longer: “I needed to make sure there was good lighting for 
the clients. Also I’m very precise. I usually know what I want and don’t 
compromise.” After a nine month search, they stumbled upon precisely what 

NOW



they’d been looking for just before Christmas: “I looked at three different 
places before I found this one... When I saw it I knew it was perfect.” 

The concept behind the studio is simple: to deliver a luxury residential 
interior design service to private individuals and commercial clients in an 
interactive space. When I visited, it was as though I’d walked into someone’s 
home and this, explains Maurizio, is exactly how he wants his clients to feel. 
“It is a lifestyle studio. I wanted to have something which, while a studio, could 
also be a studio flat.” The designer steered clear from a “corporate feel” and 
IKEA furniture, and instead incorporated soft furnishings such as white club 
chairs, rich walnut-panelled walls and a glass coffee table in the living room. 
The intimate mezzanine level is where he holds private meetings with clients. 

Maurizio also wanted the studio to reflect his “own personal style” so 
he displays artwork by associate John Jones, Italian lighting by Terzani (the 
spectacular ‘Atlantis’ chandelier) plus rare antiques sourced from his own 
travels. And of course, there are innumerable Ralph Lauren pieces. While 
all these elements highlight Maurizio’s taste, they also make up an entire 
collaboration between the designer and the individual companies whose 
work is often used in his projects. 

Even though the MPD founder eventually settled on Chelsea as his 
base, next to the Design Studio housing all the premium homeware designers, 

he initially toyed with the idea of Shoreditch, having always loved the area. 
However, he soon realised this wouldn’t be prudent given roughly 90 per 
cent of his clients live in Chelsea: “It’s tricky for them to make a trip up to 
Shoreditch but in Chelsea, they can just take a taxi and they’re here.” 

Indeed, only last month Maurizio finished one of his biggest projects 
in the area to date, designing Antigua House on Sydney Street (shortlisted 
for the ID&A awards 2013). Other previous projects include Premiership 
footballer Joe Cole’s Chelsea townhouse. Spending considerable time with 
his client on tailor-made projects, he often finds he develops a personal as 
well as a professional working relationship with them, and this is exactly what 
happened in the case of the Coles who even invited Maurizio to their wedding, 
highlighting how Maurizio’s business is as much a personal venture as 
anything else. “I never wanted to have a corporate feel. It’s very important that 
each project is tailor-made to the client. You need to get to know them and 
the family and what they like.”

While most designers move on from a project after completion, 
it seems to be a never-ending process for Maurizio who classes 
himself, somewhat contradictorily, as both “impatient” and a die-hard 
“perfectionist”. After six years, he is still adding the finishing touches to 
client Mrs Choo-Choy’s home in Godalming. For Maurizio, “the moment  
I stop, I will stop.” So all I can say is, keep going. 

Maurizio Pellizzoni Design Ltd 
75-81 Burnaby Street, Fairbank Studios (Studio 8), SW10 0NS
020 7352 3887; mpdlondon.co.uk

One of Maurizio’s biggest projects in this 
area, Antigua House on Sydney Street, has 
been shortlisted for the ID&A awards 2013
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